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Ireland.                            [CHAP.

arrived; and the men in office gave a free rein to favouritism,
to jobbing, to maladministration, to waste, in every department-
of the public service.   A cause of disunion had arisen, also,
which   seriously weakened   the   Protestant colony.     So  far
back, we have seen, as the time of Strafford, and still more
after the Restoration, Presbyterianisra in Ireland had been
discouraged; it was gradually subjected to a kind of proscrip-
:ion, for, strange to say, Irish Anglican Churchmen, almost the
>nly members of the Irish Parliament, appear to have regarded
t with peculiar dislike.    The Irish Presbyterians, who formed
he best element of the Protestant population of Ulster, were
excluded from office in the State by strict tests; even their
areed received toleration only.   The injury done to them was
ts nothing compared to the iniquities of the Penal Code; but
t divided the Protestant name in Ireland; it caused many
Presbyterians to quit the island, in an emigration prolonged for
rears; and it drew a line, in landed relations in Ulster, between
he Anglican owner of the soil and the Presbyterian occupant,
vhich caused many evils, and is still distinctly marked.
"Protestant Ireland," it was finely said by Grattan, thus
* knelt jo England ogjthe necksjpf Jier_ country men." The
:ondition of affairs we have shortly descrffiebTappeared in the
nstitutions of the land, and throughout the frame of Irish
ociety. The Irish Parliament had, by this time, reached the
iillest proportions it ever attained; its House of Commons was
:omposed of 300 members, a number of small boroughs having
>een created, in addition to the forty of James I. As a
epresentative Body this House of Commons existed, so to speak,
>nly in name; it had nothing to do with Catholic Ireland, save
o oppress it and do it wrong; it was elected by small bodies
f the Protestant caste; and it was filled by nominees of the
thrown which, as yet, had a large majority of votes, and by
iependents of the colonial aristocratic Houses which possessed
be chief part of the land of the country. Though still fettered